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women of their country would promptly gain for them the footing in society which their own country denied them. Those in New York and Washington who remained that night within the charmed circle were accepted from that day as constituting absolutely the highest social grade of New York. Imagine the feelings of London Society if the Lord Chamberlain suddenly took it into his head to act in so arbitrary a fashion. He would have the whole of Dodd's peerage and the united forces of the College of Heralds to face. It would provoke a scene worthy of "Alice in Wonderland" !
In New York, if I may venture to say so, one is always aware of the social striving of women. One sees the wheels whirring that keep the clock going. In a city so ostentatiously rich they must outdo each other in their entertainments to gain and hold the first place as hostesses. There is nothing New York loves so much as the entertaining of a real live Prince from U-rope. Nor is a lesser foreign light, in the shape of a Duke, or even a " stranger of distinction " to be despised. When the advent of such a one is announced in the Press, the first question, of course, is with whom shall he stay? Letters of introduction brought or forwarded by himself sometimes settle this point, and this is indeed the happiest solution, for without it many a female friendship would be wrecked on the rock of hospitality. Failing that, however, one lady cleverer than the rest generally outmanoeuvres her sisters and secures the " Prince " (I call him so for want of a better name). The next thing is to "entertain" him. Lists are consulted and ruthlessly cut down (vide Mrs. Astor's), Then the telephone begins to work. Oh, how anxiouslyi8o                  ' INDISCRETIONS '
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